Ce eae 
per practi 
pre eeeri eta 





$18.95 


A young girl visits Africville, in Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, and all the stories she’s heard from her 
family come to mind. She imagines what the 


community was like many years ago — the 
painted houses nestled into the hillside, the field 
where kids played football, Tibby’s Pond where 
they went rafting, the bountiful fishing, the huge 
bonfires. At the end of her reverie, she visits the 
sundial where her great-grandmother’s name is 
carved in stone and celebrates a summer day at 
the annual Africville reunion festival. 

An author’s note provides more information 
about Africville — a vibrant Black community 
that thrived for more than 150 years, despite 
lacking essential services, before the city 
demolished it in the 1960s in a tragic incidence 
of injustice and racial discrimination. 
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Catch me a codfish, then come 
watch the sea bring us all its treasures, 
























‘Take me to where the sky turns 
purple and rose in the morning, 
and light makes the salt water sparkle 


like diamonds and stars. 
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and hope never ends. 











Africville was a Black community located on the shores of 
the Bedford Basin in Halifax, Nova Scotia. Its population 
peaked at around four hundred people, and the majority 
of its residents were landowners. Many Africville 

residents could trace their roots back to the arrival of 
Black Loyalists who migrated to Nova Scotia in the late 
1700s during the American Revolutionary War, and Black 
Refugees who fled slavery in America during the War of 
{SA 

For more than 150 years, Africville was a vibrant, 

self-sustaining community that thrived in the face of 
opposition. Even though residents paid municipal taxes, 
they lived without services afforded other areas, such 

as running water, sewers and paved roads. They had no 
police, fire truck or ambulance service. As the City of 
Halifax grew, Africville became a preferred site for all 
kinds of unpleasant facilities — a slaughterhouse, a 


hospital for infectious diseases, and even the city garbage 
dump. ; 
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Instead of providing for the community, Halifax city 
officials decided to demolish Africville in the 1960s. 
Residents were moved out in city dump trucks, and their 
homes were destroyed. Many residents were relocated to 
public housing. But even though they were scattered, the 
community's determination to come together remained 
strong. In 1983, Africville residents returned to the shores 
of the Bedford Basin to host the first Africville reunion 
festival. The festival has since become an annual event 
that attracts former Africville residents and their families, 
friends and supporters. 

In 2002, Africville was declared a National Historic 
Site of Canada. In 2004, a United Nations draft 
report stated that “the razing of Africville deserved 
Compensation.” Six years later, the City of Halifax offered 
an official apology to former Africville residents. As part 
of a Compensation deal, a replica of the community's 
church was built on its original site, and the building now 
Operates as a museum. 
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The Children of Africville b isti 


The Spirit of Africville, Second Edition, by the Africville Cee r 
Society, with contributions from Donald Clairmont, Stephen SS 
Bridglal Pachai and Charles Saunders, Formac Publishing, 201° 
‘The story of Africville for older readers, including photographs. 
Remember Africville, directed by Shelagh Mackenzie, National Film 
Board of Canada / CBC, 199 r. 
https://www.nfb.ca/film/remember_africville 

A short documentary film about Africville. 





Shauntay Grant is a descendant of Black 
Loyalists, Jamaican Maroons and Black Refugees 
who migrated to Canada some two hundred 
years ago. A writer and performance artist, she 
has won the Joseph S. Staufter Prize, and she 
has published several picture books. Shauntay 
also teaches in the Creative Writing Program at 
Dalhousie University. Her professional degrees 
and training include the Master of Fine Arts 
program at the University of British Columbia 
and the Bachelor of Journalism program at the 


University of King’s College. She lives in Halifax. 


Eva Campbell is an artist and illustrator who 
teaches visual art at Lester B. Pearson College 
UWC. She has a Master of Arts from Kwame 
Nkrumah University of Science and ‘Technology 
in Ghana, and a Master of Fine Arts from the 
University of Victoria. She has exhibited her 
work in Canada, the United States, the United 
Kingdom, Barbados and Ghana. Eva won 

the Children’s Africana Book Award for her 
illustrations in The Matatu by Eric Walters. She 
lives in Victoria. 
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